Permanent Painting

gradation of color can be obtained by the use of the
more permanent colors.

ALIZARIN COLORS (RED)
The alizarin colors are identical in composition with
all the madder lakes, and up to the last generation the
madder root was specially cultivated for the purpose
of making a permanent red lake. The growing of the
madder plant and the extraction of the color from
the root, was a great industry in France. The red
trousers worn by the French military were dyed with
madder, in order to give the proper impetus to this
industry, but with the advent of the coal tar dyes, an
artificial madder was produced which is known as
alizarin. This is identical in every respect with the
color extracted from the root of the plant. The botan-
ical name of the plant is Rubia Tinctorium, and as
such was known to the Flemish and Italian painters.
Alizarin or madder lake may be considered as a
permanent color under certain conditions. Franz Hals
was well aware of the correct way in which to use this
lake in order to produce the vivid flesh tints of his
countrymen. Rubicond noses and sunburnt cheeks
were portrayed by him in a manner which after a
lapse of three centuries have shown that this color,
when intelligently used, is permanent.
If madder lake is used as a glaze over a color which
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